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Dear Parents and Careers,

What another wonderful week in school, It was wonderful to welcome parents into school again this week, 
Year One has a wonderful Inspire phonics workshop and parents learned lots about how we teach phonics in 
school and had the opportunity to join their child in a range of phonics activities. 

A group of children went to the factory for a sporting event with Miss Anderson and children form other local 
catholic schools and our SEN parent coffee morning this morning was wonderfully attended. It was lovely to 
see so many of you- it really is wonderful to feel and see home and school working in partnership

A big thank you also to the parents who came for the PTS meeting, we really do appreciate all the support you 
can offer.

You will see there has been a change to the Nativity ticket sales. Tickets are now free and there is no need to 
book, just turn up and enjoy. In exchange the Caritas Ambassadors are asking for donations towards their 
festive £500 appeal- for Birmingham Children’s hospital

I can hardly believe that advent begins on Sunday! As we enter the season of we prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Christ. Advent is a time of hope, peace, joy, and love. We invite families to take a moment each day 
to reflect, pray, and share kindness as we journey together towards Christmas.

Another coffee needed for this one!

Mrs Mellor

http://www.stpeterc.bham.sch.uk/
https://x.com/SaintPetersSch


Wednesday Word Family Time presents an 
opportunity for even the busiest of parents to 
enrich relationships with their children through 
spending a very special 10 minutes together each 
week. Wednesday Word

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Anna, a woman who prayed every day in the Temple, saw Jesus 
and praised God. She told everyone that He was the Saviour. Then Jesus grew up strong 
and wise, with God’s blessing.

What it means for us:
Like Anna, we are called to notice Jesus in our lives and share His love with others. 
Prayer and gratitude help us see God’s presence and bring hope to the world.

SSunday's Gospel

Please click here to be taken to the parish website
where you will find a range of helpful information,
including the parish newsletter Frontpage

Popes Intentions for
December

During the month of December Pope Francis asks us to pray that the Jubilee of 

Hope will strengthen our faith and make us pilgrims of Christian hope, bringing 

joy and peace to the world. He also invites us to pray for Christians in conflict 

zones, that they may be seeds of reconciliation and hope.

St Peter and Our Lady and St Rose of Lima Parish Website

Wednesday Word Mass Times

https://wednesdayword.org/
https://www.strose.org.uk/


Father Gary would very much like it if St Peter’s school 
and Parish could support this event- to show our parish is 
thriving. 
A lovely way to get into the festive spirit too

Parish News

Sunday 30th 4.30pm

Weoley Castle Square



H a l f T e r ms  
J e s u i t V i r tu es

H a l f T e r m s  
Catho l i c Socia l Teach ings

Dignity of the 
Human PersonLearned and 

Wise

Learned: learning how God wants us to live our lives 
Whether we are young or old, we should never stop 
learning about what God wants of us. We learn 
many new things each day. By reading the Bible, 
listening to our teachers and listening to our hearts, 
we learn more of what God wants.

Wise: knowing how God wants us to live our lives 
and putting it into practice. God is always with us 
and hoping that we will live our lives in the right 
way, following the teachings of Jesus

The Church teaches that every person is created in
the image and likeness of God and has an inherent
dignity that must be respected and protected.
We are called to treat each person with respect, 
value their uniqueness, and uphold their rights and 
responsibilities.

At St Peter’s, we show respect for the dignity of 
every person by:
✔ Treating everyone with kindness and fairness
✔ Valuing each person’s gifts and contributions

✔ Standing up for justice and protecting those who 
are vulnerable

Good Work Awards 
Congratulations to the following children 
who have accomplished great work this

week

Special Mention Awards 
Congratulations to the following children 
who have demonstrated our values and

virtues this week

YR YR

Y1 James Y1 L o u i e

Y2 D o n a l d Y2 J a y d e n

Y3 C a r t e r Y3 El iza

Y4 J o s h u a Y4 M i c a y a h

Y5 El iza Y5 O s a m u d i a m a n

Y6 A v a Y6 David

Class Attendance This Week- Well done Year 5 -98.7% Keep it up 

Reception 95.0% Year 4 97.0%

Year 1 91.0% Year 5 98.7%

Year 2 96.3% Year 6 94.3%

Year 3 96.7% Whole School to date 96.4%



Thank you 

Parking
Please avoid parking on

zigzag lines, blocking driveways, or parking on grass verges.
It’s unsafe and causes disruption to our neighbours.

Thank you for your cooperation.

We are looking for support with the following
• Old campfire area cleared and weeded
• 4 railway sleepers to create a firepit circle (square!) with a membrane and bark or 

stones to protect it and house the firepit
• Creating a large outdoor craft table with logs for legs and a recycled wood for the table 

top 
• Revamp of the mud kitchen: we need cupboards, sink, work units, crates, pallets
• Insulation in the outdoor learning hub

So, if you can offer some charity to school, please email enquiry@stpeterc.bham.sch.uk for 
the attention of Mrs Mellor, the children would be so grateful

Your school needs you…please!

If you can help in any way with our environment, we would be 
eternally grateful. Some companies and businesses are looking 
for charities to support with gardening or painting and 
decorating. We can be this charity! We need all of this help! Our 
school budget is very tight and we only have one Mr George who 
manages what is, a huge site, all by himself!

A huge thank you to Elise and her 
family for the wonderful donations to 
our forest school. The sleepers, 
membrane and stone will create a 
wonderful new fire pit for us, we 
can’t wait to have a marshmallow hot 
chocolate around it. 
Thank you for your kind generosity. 

If you can offer some charity to school, please email enquiry@stpeterc.bham.sch.uk
for the attention of Mrs Mellor, the children would be so grateful

mailto:enquiry@stpeterc.bham.sch.uk
mailto:enquiry@stpeterc.bham.sch.uk


PTA Sporting Event: 

The Factory

Thank you to Miss Anderson who always 
give up her time to ensure that the 
children can take part in a range of 
sporting event. Yesterday 10 children 
went to the factory in Long bridge to pay 
Thouckball with others schools in MAC to 
develop confidence. They played well 
and were a credit to the school. 

Thank you to the parents who attended 
the PTA meeting, we really do need you. If 
you were unable to attend the meeting 
but would be able to offer help or support 
at events, please do let school know and 
we can contact you. 
I am sure the parents who came will be 
spreading the word around the 
playground!

Y1 Inspire Workshop

Coffee Morning

A lovely morning doing all things phonics!

It was a wonderful opportunity for parents 
to join their child and find out how phonics 
and early reading continues to be taught 
throughout Y1. 

Thank you for joining us

Thank you for making our coffee morning a success. I know it wasn’t all about the cake!
Some wonderful work being carried out to get support where it is needed. 



Police Visit!

As part of Reception’s topic on 
transport we were delighted 
to welcome PC Saunders from 
Northfield constituency who 
is Dedicated Neighbourhood 
officer for West Midlands 
Police.

He came to see Reception and 
tell them all about his job- he 
also brought a BIG van with 
him!

The sirens were load but 
children loved every minute of 
it, they had a chance to as ask 
questions, sit in the van and 
even capture a naughty Miss 
Anderson



St Andrew’s Feast day

St Andrew was one of Jesus’ twelve apostles and the brother of St 
Peter. He is known for bringing people to Christ and is the patron saint 

of Scotland, as well as fishermen. His feast day is celebrated on 30th 
November each year. Today, children in St Andrew’s house came 

together for a celebration after learning last week about his life, his 
faith, and his example of kindness and courage.
Some wonderful home learning was created too



Minnie Vinnies Appeal

Shelter Birmingham 

This advent we are collecting for the homeless charity Shelter.

They help people out of homelessness and at Christmas time they need our help to 

keep the shelter open for 5 full days.

They will open at 10am on Wednesday, 24th December 10am on Sunday, 28th 

December.

To make this possible they are looking at for donations from us!

If you can donate any of the following- we would be very grateful.

• Food/drink: chocolate, biscuits, squash, crisps, tea and coffee.

• Toiletries: wet wipes, deodorant, shower gel.

• Clothing: men and women's clothes, especially warm comfortable clothing.

Some of our Minnie Vinnies will then meet with the St John Fisher’s mini Vinnies 

and St Catherine's Minnie Vinnies on Friday 12th December at 1:30pm to give the 

donations to Shirley Mallon from Shelter who be there to talk to us about the project.

You can click here to see more about their work 

Shelter Birmingham Christmas Appeal

We hope you can support us.

Thank you

St Peter's Minnie Vinnies

https://www.birminghamchristmasshelter.org/shelter-week/


Caritas Appeal

Birmingham Children’s Hospital

Yesterday Mrs Mellor and the Caritas Ambassadors met with Jacintha, a fund raiser 

from Birmingham Children’s Hospital to talk about fundraising opportunities as they 

would like to support the hospital charity this year. 

Throughout the year they will organise events and fundraisers. 

During Advent they are focussing on the following

The Caritas Ambassadors have set themselves a challenge to raise £500 to support 

the Festive 500 event

Over the coming weeks they will raise money towards with the following

Monday 15th December: EYFS and KS1 money from the KS1 
Programme sales will go to the BCH

Tuesday 16th December: EYFS and KS1 money from the KS1 
Programme sales will go to the BCH

Wednesday 17th December Jumper Day £2.00 donation to wear a 
Christmas Jumper instead of your school 
jumper or cardigan

Thursday 18th December Christmas item sale: snap bands, bouncy 
ball, scrunches, tattoos and lots more. 
Children can bring a maximum of £3.00 to 
spend

Find out more about Festive 500 by clicking here

https://www.bch.org.uk/festive500


Bring it on BRUM Holiday Club

Bookings open 1st December 2025

Unique code

3303385

Go to the Website

bringitonbrum.co.uk

bringitonbrum.co.uk


Healthy Eating- Packed Lunches
Healthy Eating at St Peter’s: Supporting Our Children’s Wellbeing

At St Peter’s, we believe that healthy eating is a cornerstone of a child’s wellbeing, learning, and 

development. Following the latest guidance from the Department for Education, we are committed to 

creating a school environment that promotes nutritious choices and supports lifelong healthy habits.

Why Nutrition Matters

Children need a balanced diet to thrive—physically, emotionally, and academically. The DfE’s updated 

School Food Standards emphasise the importance of:

- Plenty of fruit and vegetables

- Wholegrain starchy foods

- Sources of protein** such as meat, fish, eggs, beans

- Dairy foods

- Minimal foods high in fat, sugar, and salt

These standards help ensure children have the energy and focus they need throughout the school day.

Healthy Packed Lunches: Making Smart Snack Choices

We encourage families to follow the same principles when preparing packed lunches. A healthy 

lunchbox should include:

- A portion of wholegrain starchy food (e.g. wholemeal bread, pasta, rice)

- A source of protein (e.g. chicken, tuna, beans, egg)

- At least one portion of fruit and one portion of vegetables

- A dairy item (e.g. yoghurt, cheese)

- Water or milk as the drink of choice

Crisps: What’s the Issue?

Government surveys show that 60% of packed lunches contain crisps, many of which are high in 

saturated fat and salt. While crisps can be part of a balanced diet, they should be limited and chosen 

carefully.

The School Food Standards recommend:

- No snacks high in fat, sugar, or salt during the school day.

- Only vegetables, fruit, seeds, or savoury crackers as acceptable snack options.

Healthier Crisp Alternatives

If you do choose to include crisps in your child’s lunchbox, please consider:

- Baked crisps or low-fat varieties (look for those with less than 5g of fat per 25g serving)

- Vegetable crisps (check labels for added salt and oil)

- Wholegrain rice cakes, plain popcorn, or mini breadsticks as crunchy alternatives

What to Avoid

Please do not include

- Standard fried crisps (e.g. regular potato crisps with high fat/salt content)

- Chocolate bars or chocolate-coated snacks

- Fizzy drinks or sugary juices

Together, we can help our children grow strong, stay focused, and build healthy habits for life

For parents who would like further information and practical advice on healthy eating and packed 

lunches, please see the links below

Department for Education – School Food Standards Practical Guide

NHS Change4Life – Healthier Lunchboxes

Healthy Lunches for Children – School Food Trust

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-food-standards-resources-for-schools/school-food-standards-practical-guide
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/
http://healthylunch.org.uk/government/


Dinner Menu

Week Beginning 1st December 2025- Week 3 Menu

Additional Funding for School

Are you eligible for Free School Meals?

There is an easy way to find out! Did you know …just registering your child for Free School Meals means the
school gets extra money? We’d like to make sure we’re not missing out on vital funding for our school …and 
need your help! The Government gives money to schools to help children from lower income families do their 
best. This funding is called ‘Pupil Premium’.

Through a link to a Government database, we are now able to automatically track whether pupils are entitled 
to Free School Meals.

You can do the check yourself by using this link FSM Checker or if you prefer you can come to the school office 
and the staff there will be able to help.

The Pupil Premium funding makes a huge difference to the school budget and allows us to provide additional 
teaching and provision in the school. We have a duty to ensure this funding directly supports eligible families so
it is imperative all families check their eligibility. Please help us to ensure we receive the funding we are entitled 
to. Thank you for your support.

Free School Meals Eligibility

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham/


Spotlight on Safeguarding: 
Online Grooming

SENCO: Miss Luff
Available: Monday to Friday
Contact:
By phone: 01214646921
By email: senco@stpeterc.bham.sch.uk

Spotlight on SEND: 
Childhood Anxiety

Spotlight on

If there are any topics you would like covered in the ‘Spotlight on’ series please
do not hesitate to contact a us on 4646921 or at enquiry@stpeterc.ham.sch.uk

Online Grooming at Record Levels

The NSPCC reports that crimes involving 

sexual communication with a child 

online have reached record highs, with 

over 7,200 offences last year. 

Apps like Snapchat, WhatsApp, and 

Instagram are being exploited by 

predators. 

The NSPCC is urging tech companies to 

introduce stronger safety measures, such 

as image-scanning tools and restrictions on 

adult-child contact.

Focus for parents: Talk to children about 

safe online behaviour, check privacy 

settings, and encourage them to tell you if 

something feels wrong.

Useful Website

CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection 
Command)
https://www.ceop.police.uk
Report online grooming or exploitation and access 
resources for parents and children.

It is normal for children to feel anxious at 
times — about school, friendships, or new 
experiences. Anxiety is part of growing up 
and can even help build resilience.

Parents often wonder how much to 
accommodate their child’s worries. While 
empathy is vital, meeting every demand 
can unintentionally reinforce anxiety. 

The key is balance:
Validate feelings (“I can see you’re 
worried”)
Encourage coping skills like breathing or 
problem-solving
Set gentle boundaries to support 
independence: Model calmness so children 
feel secure

Takeaway: Anxiety is not a weakness. By 
combining empathy with boundaries, 
parents help children learn that worries can 
be managed and overcome.

Useful Website
Resources to help children with anxiety -

Anxiety UK

mailto:senco@stpeterc.bham.sch.uk
mailto:enquiry@stpeterc.ham.sch.uk
https://www.ceop.police.uk/
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/resources/






At 8.45am each morning a member of staff opens 
the school gates. The bell rings at, 8.50am and
gates will close promptly ay 8.55am and children 
may make their way straight into their respective 
classrooms where they will begin the day with a
calm, purposeful activity e.g. handwriting, reading, 
recap prior learning etc.

We would like to re-emphasise that the start time
of school is 8.55am, however, we would encourage 
our families to take advantage of the earlier start as
the children enjoy the calm 'soft' start to the day.

Lessons begin promptly at 8.55am

• If your child is unwell and will not be attending 
school, please contact the school office before 9am. 
Please note that Dojo is not to be used to report 
absences
• After a case of vomiting and/or diarrhoea, your 
child MUST remain at home for 48 hours after the
last episode.
• A Leave of Absence request should be completed 
for all planned absences from school.
• We would request where possible medical 
appointments are not arranged in the school day. If
your child has a medical appointment, an
appointment card/letter must be provided to
enable us to authorise absence from school.

School Start Times Attendance



What the new rules mean



KEY DATES

Below, is an overview of diary dates for the next academic year. All dates are subject to change so please be

mindful of this. If there are any changes, we will give you as much notice as possible.

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 ALL

05.12.25

17th December 

Please do support Christmas 

jumper day by sending a £1 or 

other donation- All money to 

Birmingham Children’s hospital. 

The Caritas Ambassadors are 

trying to raise £500



KEY DATES

Below, is an overview of diary dates for the next academic year. All dates are subject to change so please be

mindful of this. If there are any changes, we will give you as much notice as possible.

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 ALL

UPDATED: 

24.02.25



Doddington Children’s Centre



Please keep your wonderful 

work coming in



Term Dates

 



If you have any concerns about a child our 

safeguarding team are always here to help. You can 

contact them during school hours on

0121 464 6921 or enquiry@stpeterc.bham.sch.uk.

Alternatively, you can find them in the playground areas during the 

morning drop off and afternoon pick up times.

Outside of school hours, if you are concerned about

a child, please contact Birmingham Children’s Trust

on 0121 303 1888. In an emergency, always dial 999.

SAFEGUARDING TEAM

mailto:enquiry@stpeterc.bham.sch.uk


The Week in Pictures

Have a lovely weekend

Follow us
@SaintPeters

Sch

https://x.com/SaintPetersSch
https://x.com/SaintPetersSch

